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Some potential contenders for Marths Stewart’s throne as domestic queen: from left, Chris Casson Madden, Estie Brown and Barbara Smith.

Now), the Search for the Next Diva of Domesticity

By WILLIAM L, HAMILTON

The race is on (o be the next nearly
Marthik

Chris Casson Madden, the author
of 16 books on the home, is (rying o
do for J.C. Penney what Martha
Stewart did for Kmart. In Moy, Pen-
ney will mtroduce over 1,700 prod-
uets — everything from bath 1owels
1o furniture — that M. Madden and
e staff designed and (ar will be
called the Chris Madden With 1. C
Petiney Home Collection

Barbara Smith, the restaurateur
and Katie Brown, an author of deco-
rating books, who have both puat in
their time on cable television, say
they have been barraged by calls
from negworks, veniure capltalisis,
furniture. companies amd peonle
from Hollywood scouting the cua-
tenders (o Ms. Stewart's throne:

Mow that Ms Stewart has been

/

convicted on criminal charges, the
would-be heirs have begun measynr-
ing that throne very carefully,

Few can hope to completely Till the
vold. After all, Ms, Stewart spent two
decades building her empire, and for
many of those years she had the field
largely tohersell. And ved, with tele-
vision producers, magazine publish-
ers, book editors and product devel-
apers calling by the hour, othets in
the lifestyle business are locking for
oppartunites to grab a sllce of her
Duslness,

For now, each wants to promote
himself or herself as the best posi
tiomad.

“This was lthe a tectomc place
shifting,” Don Gasby, Ms. Smith's
business partner 2nd hushand, said
yesierday: ''"'We have a network tele-
vigion meetng this afternoen, and a
major brand meeting tomorrow, for
products for every room in the

ftmre,

Ms. Brown, a host of an ARE tele-
vision decorating show, was walkilng
out the door of her aparimenl Basi
Friday afternoon when the teievision
began blaring the news about Ms
Stewart,

“My phone's been ringing off the
hook,' she said. ~Branding, branch-
Ing out — how can we bank on my
name. Everyone's trylng to second-
puess what will happen next, and
how to capitalize on it

M=, Brown added that she thought
the siteation was a double-edped
sword.

“"Martha’s bad news |s good and
bad news to me she explained.
“There's more trepldation about giv-
ing sietf space to products with per-
sopalities attached.  People  don't
know whather to push forward or
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pull back with o nome,"
Zy, The gonerals of the lilestyle Tieid,
“Trim telension produters W product
maanfacturers, agrae that there is
w0 onmp oloar and complete saccessor
1o Me. Stewart, with her experries in
decorating. food and boermemaling
uiwd Por experkenco - inoompeee mink-
g, Diurt e dieny thie new opqertang
(Beg foF ailvrs, @vien oS (he commer-
&iad liabilithes of belng tglatly Ged o
a high-profile personalicy are dotsat-
2l
“Tha thenry is that thers are many
ieg (hal we can't take ag-
wanrage 0f without somenne [cading
the collection,” said Charles Chinm,
the sxecutive vios presidem of maor-
chandising at J.{. Perney ‘who
worimed wilh Mo, Muddan Tl com-
iy, ‘whilch renched its ngresmemi
with her (wo vesrs ago, reviewsd 30
cafididites M Chinnl said thar even
nfter the carvicton of Md. Stewurd
on federal charges s week, e had
1) FEBRFVATINE ahout the strategy.

And yet unblln Kmart's deal o
hawe Mz Stewart design lness
Witchemware amd ather goods, Pen-
-y ia mot giving Fln. Rncdden exchi-
give amam, The company hos akso
hired Colin Cowne, o telewigbon life-
styln parsonality, 48 Ity spokasman
tor hridal prodocts

Br. Cowle |13 not ss=eing st s 8
Himdindson. Beyond his Popnoy o
rmgnmutl. e maye he ds how im e
gatiztions 10 develog Two ew televi
whain shows -'Iﬁﬂ.lmlllﬂ.qE.

8 Beamid withend @ nosme wichout a
face is never &= effective," he said "5
el capnes. g0 D0 A sagmant of
‘fiprah,” but Colin Cowie cam.™

Bai then, Cprah Winfrey, a madia
Franchiss im har cwn right, could con-

aseivahly eater the cormpetition, with
hoaoe de=ign mapazines o @levisian
| IO — alshough 0 spokoeswom-
can for Harpo Inc, M, Winfrey's nele-
cyision production company o Chi
oeagn, denied ap Aswocialed Preds re
parl Ihit @ decorating make-prec
show was beitng developed. Buat Ms.
Winfrey evidestly sess poagibllites
in the hosse-apd-home niche: bers
publisher, MHearst Mogazines, is
nhboud L (EED & W MagazEne, O at
Hoame, with & first isswe o appeor m
T Mny, ME Stowarlt Buill her seecess
on thar symergles of maogorine pab.
HEldng and t=levismn progeamming,

. | ®

- e
"

Py 7he P Yok oo
A € Penney is about io introduce more than 1,700 products from tow-
elln o Furmiturs dosigmeec] by Chiria Coason Modden amnd har sioff.

to which she pchibsd proguce develop-
meni.

Qtlvers rodding e Stewart path
mchude Beripps Metworks, which op-
prates five netwarks: HGTY; Food
Nerwork| Fine Living, BY; The Do
It Waursedl Merwork; and Shop af
Home, ashopping aetwark ihe come-
pany purchased lnst year.

“I0 woii look af Marthe's aner-
prise, from ‘on air’ (o product, we're
Eblo 1o de hat now," sald Clady
MicCorspey, U Scripps spokrawaman,

Scrippd, woridng with the BMers
sditll Corprration, pablishes of e

ter Bomes and Gardens magazing, 1§
aksn producing books.

“l'e andikely pny singls persin
enuld Teplace Marthe” Me MocCans
gy sand, Ul e haes 1he peleaginn
parscnalities, we have the print, wo
have the syndcpied colismng, we
hava the produc.”™

For im port, Better Homes aod
Cardeny bt & pimbor of peoibact
tines mkrmady in stores, tnciuding gar-
il AGCRABOFRE &l Wikl-Marl T
wyeor the magarnine entered o pori-
pership with Home Inieviors and
Ginfis, n compamy with 80,60 direct-
sale repranenbLTves whe vislt ames
rla.uhﬂall}' with a calkectian of hame
ARCOr AECESSOTMES,

“It's the institutions thit will sl-
ways be with 0= said Samir A, Hus
mi. n mpgniins indusley analyal “FEe-
eryonn knew thar Marthn Stewart
Living woukl never celebrass o j0ogh
nnnivarsary, ke Betier Homes and
GarderE, '8 hard ullbmaely 16
trand 0 mogorime ofter @ pecoon —
Jonak mb Loars o Bosin, 1T Oparaile van-
Ishisl, bow saccessiol do you think O
il b

Such thipking may expiain why
ather magazines have been based on
baatiiing =Eromg revwesstanc eniies,
not in-house persoosliies — ke
Heal Simple, & Time Wamer pulifica-
tom that was developesd e 2000 By Su-
aan Weland, a lormer editor of Ms
Slewar'n magoazine. The magnsine
I in the prooess of cronting boalos for
the Enll ae well ag wlesbision pro-
grnmming; which the magacine' s ex
ecutives dockined o discuaie,

Tl many oser wdin pnd proeduct
properites continee e based on
Ui ARG af peapls o5 hrands. Cer
tinly, the "Cuesd Eyve for e
Srrakght Gany" style-adwics televissan
series, books and CD°s depend on the
appral of Carsan Kressley and the
oiber memibers of the Fal: Five,

“Amyihing personality-hased will
rise and Lall an whether the [alenl is
irondy nrnoe” sald Ava Seove amse-

tin vomswliont and acdjumol professor
Ll Codiemil g Business Schaol

Anothar Tivingg brand nnme i
Hathy Ireland, the former  miodel
whr W g am areny of licensmg
dopis fnr apparel, jewelry aml bame
nnd garden accessoriEs in addivion
i birks-and relevision specials Me
Tredinnd =nxl, ihough, that she was por
inipreaied 0 Bl Sswmasqun
brand extonsions. a5 wealcly televs
gbon programming, becnmn i1 winibi
Pl g maich tess aeny froam hies
threge young children

Bexides, she = ool el williig Lo de-
clurs the relgn ol Cuoesn Marihin
over. “I reably beleve Miatiho's
hrand will endures,” ME. Treland said,
The criminal convicoion, she sail s
“one chapier in e ife "

Bair Ma. Misdden, the home deslgn
aabmT, i ient an porsaing @ =trat-
wpy mach chimer [ MR, SI0WRFTE. Al
muthor oned tolevision  bost who had
saveral loossing areangeonts und
pendict lnes before signing with
J_C Penrere, Ma. Maddes now' bt @
peoposal Tor & mogaxing, Chris Mod-
den Haves. Mr. Chimnal, a8 Peniey,
2uld the compaity would halp ko
start it if hercollections dad well.

Mz, Madden, wha sadd she wis im
negetiating with &8 netwnrk she
would not idendify for & television se-
ries, mddreseed (he jmpact of Ma
Stewart's conviction an her awm Tife-
zlylag bunineas

*1'm o already se up, Gnd Marha's
demise woaldn't be thai muech o
v, " gher il MY Tiame
we pet new shoppera bec
cai'l g a0 Bmiart, bl Ge i

Mp. Madden plaps to move har op:
eratians in two weeks [from Bye,
MY, o o pew arger 5000-square-
foot offece Balt, an ald Fruoit of the
Loom Fackory, n nearky Port Ches-
por, Al Ghe b comsidering. Expands
gy hesr Bik-persmn s all

A vetaran of the lifesivle wors wha
ig Im perhaps the bes: position W ps-
=ewm Mhe Stevearcy upecars la Mary Em-
meriing, the creative director of
Mueresdith s Commliy Hoome magas e,
wha has san there, done that, seem it
B o anid o, Risd Coime Bk,

The authior of 2 books, Ms Em

A search for a star,
despite doubts about
building a brand
around a persanality.,

msorling Meed Martha - Stawart ot
both Howss. Beautifsl and. Mademos-
sElle in the 1070's, when =he was dec-
winling  sdinr Fin Emrmarbicn
seemed ready. for b ownoorastic
throne I 1002, with thie debot of
Mary Evmrmariings Country. [[s pob-
Isher, Grupsr & Johr, folded @ thres
vaaralulor, Bhe developed o line of §i-
ceneed products for (e Beerie welnh
I C Penmey. in the 18990s, but they
weirg diaconiiacd it five pears

Bnip jodned Coisniry Home sesen
Yedrsag.

1 piaked carky, before everyone
was domng heapding oy leensing”
B Emmersbing said "]'st culus
wlhist'y gning 0 Rappen o Martha, |
thirk all bicensiig [Htosg okt & s0me
paint. ¥oa gat in there — wou di wekl,
st den't o wall Thi sreres go oo o
the next one.”

Ma Fmmerding said she wan hap:
py Ao e jusk & persan aml ool b pred-
et noae,

=When Martha signed] her [Kimar
deal, it give her o hoge pash, jompod
e mhend shboul 30 s Ms. Em
merlimg recalled.  “People always
A LET wais Jealous,”

“hp one's aiked iné (ol (i o Las
w0 years."
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At home

For Katie Brown, ‘cute’ won't cut 1t anymore

Sky's the limit
for "Year Round'
domestic diva

By Ollvia Haeloee
:_E'.nmw

NEW YORK - Katle N B
,Irm of the comparisons to Kare
Couric, that orher prefermarurally

pecky brunetee.

*|veally doo't want tohe cubesy 1
wiand b be eophisticated and mys-
feriol” says Beown, the dawn-
nome domestic goddess, perched
o ber kdochen coumter, her
nwinging. "1 want bo be the
o walks niph 1o Che bar and asks
Imf.mh.l:.mnw yocks,"

Thar megnt be 3 ough call for
someoqe wha ar mﬂm
for & Inving, she readily

Whikch 15 all part of ber charm:
This Midweserner, perpetually

ed o mhe ower oo Mastha

teweart, = a5 salid and unpmeten-
tious as ber cherry red ciogs and
pockmarked -diming talde. (Sle
{eaanid 1 byt 4 year aen, when she
mmeed Into her airy Lower East
Side Jaft, a former sewing & 4

With her new ARE show, A
e Wit Kile Browe, aried with
Stzwarts future IJuwa:.hlgI_l.l
chauly, Brown, 40, seems daser
than ever 0 amending Marthss
thrane.

“ioaridet il De Exgibing.” s
Hrovany, Juee erithusiazm persiine.

Fans find her eclectc, po-frills
sesthetic mefreshing — and acces-
silile, HStewars is a predessor ol the
dpﬁs ants, ll:l.[tl:.ﬁp he;:r}erd
veba's Tear, :.m.. =7

"““3-

H m-:"a EIIl'J-suum-imt
ment, plain white lkea dlil]l'i .1r.l:|
thick white: Crate & Barrel rugs
sfuire spae with ihia-oring j:.uque
'r’nur:g ant 3 eigh-shaped

from an annquts
:l:u.rc Tilr.n&& i remlssance-look
iy painting of o rnamoun uu:.-Er
o e seall [ snagged from her par-
ents’ Michiman house} and her own
abstract carvas oo mother,

T Brenwi recyeling is 2 mens of

deceratimg. Flea-macket llnds ape
ad oul vt iy balt, guite Bee-
J]nsuclustht lhdngmn g she
il‘keﬁ upin nearty Chelses — for
25, She ook & el of slidng-glass
doors Trom b weskend home in
Hrkfgzhampton, MY, and fumned
them e her lofts shower sl
The |oeingly worn white porcelain
doishle sk m the paess bath-
roam? She phecked it off the curh
ot Bowwery 4 Block west,

“The 5 of the neighbor-
b, it's kinad oF inspiting,” says
By, poisitering Che hedvy fion
gaes along her bock and the -
(=ved sbonedlopts Shrewry wlmg.ﬂ
fitl. Raplete with i
beryands and fabru: stores; the
Lowrr East Side also s pomvenient
|f!|'|'!|frﬂfﬁll'ﬂll Iu:v:'lfnnar'llrr
It cur ek, 5 :Ee

Bt enlie 3 ot of LELTIIU!U.—
1on gning on arand

FRamon Be Babmic D aiy [P 00

Dan't call her “cutesy™: Kati Brovn, 40 v the kitthen of her Marhattan loft, bas a new showe on ASE, AL Yeor Rourd with Kotk Brown

In the bedroor From-the-street fnds abound bere a5 well. “The grie-
tiness-of the nelghhorficod, iFs Sdnd ol inspiring. " Brown s,

thiere ni | i el bere
EI]llb-t:I':IlIFlar.ihllall||i mrlléras'iuttr
wha, WS (24

Ettisce o arugula befwe it becanse
Elw{'l *4,“ o o 50 dnd -:{J:u

e rey foomn epoking
with Crisco, somathing her cefeb-
riby-chef frend Bobhy FAay reg-
wlarly teasss herabout.

The Nisors are sprinked
wilth squarey ol t far ressoins of
himctian moee Hsan ferm — o cov-
ey the hodes belove Tl rw.irjl
hapgens m lonk: styhshiby
iressed], Design and willty blead
again oo the chalkh aired
will behind ber cement 111
couniers. The vaall doubles as 2
el boarl during dmner parties,

The shelwes i hey cralts mom

are stacled with dear pasthe
stuffied with scissors gl %I.Il’\,
gloves and the like "Smmper Room

[ rorn-upe,” she savs.
Uirlike Srewiart, she choesnt instsr
o perfid umWhm shee ook nad
E:Iﬁ[s‘rﬂ'nt wihtite walll of Ber griest
WOOTL ih‘-H'Ln.E ) Arved 80
vizimis could find the commede

arotmd the tomer, she mizipeled | 5

the accompaymg sigm: "ier,” m-
stead of et The ermor primabis,
anid she dossdit't e o fis It
And she doesn't take the success
af & project e ted, [hwing
tapingg of her TV show, the direc-
Lors are “alwags UL, U
cutt Kate, can yoo loak: ess exie-
ad when el the cake put of
the oven?' | tell them, Mo Teaat”

image o gniveg 1o he
I'.ndmm

tubs, = Take an miemctive four of Ko

Erorwirts hig Manbaitam Ioft ar
life aisatodaycom

e are 2ehra-prine Jamie
and more found nbjects.

il.'ul.n:l ety Homam keeps
i i pukad iy Coeng e,

Pyl e Thee sign ard =hle
ape lrorm an old restaursnt,

Katie: Don't waste
time or money

Katie Hrownk derapgn decorat-
Iz sensdaility - & hodgepodee of
brighi amed beves, delibaeare and a2l
teneal — s both b e
and time-sensitive, T grew
wilEh TV she gy “SoillE
|oogzr Ehan 15 misuges, yoirre go-

o sz me,”
sampling of Browns creative
e

= D't feed guility abwon lraking
a calie from seratch and popmine
open 3 tub of Tncan Hnes
Frast it “[r's about takimg short
culy, iu.'lll!.tlll naking dee] He ity
yoars,” shee says,

* Dpan & Del uca has nothing
o her instead of focking over hH;
Isuickes far lancy, prepa Faged
gvic=s, Bposyn by cusry and
campany in bulk froem a kool es
tarani supply stre and feeps
Them fiv netal coimainers, hbeled
wirh a bl Shaepie, uat “don't gei
e wiraee,” she uares S love
good Cirarella panchase ance In a
while” referring o the New York
chiain O gonarinet il s,

& A Dotk ol Joy ddvwashing
liquid positioned iy the kinchen
fancet need oot bie a tacky over-
sighe. "I'm kil al i the Ay
Warlsol-lalse] ilving,” e psiplaing
*Popart s cheap”
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